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Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 


(To accompany 8. 1037] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 1037) for the relief of Wai Hsueh Tan, Mrs. May Jane Tan, Robert 
Tingsing Tan, and Ellen Tan, having considered the same, reports 
favorably thereon without amendment and recommends that the bill 
do pass. 

PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant the status of permanent residence 
in the United States to Wai Hsueh Tan, Mrs. Mav Jane Tan, Robert 
Tingsing Tan, and Ellen Tan. The bill provides for the appropriate 
quota deductions and for the payment of the required visa fees and 
head taxes. 

STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiaries of the bill are husband and wife and two children, 
all natives and citizens of China. The husband was born August 3, 
1892, the wife April 2, 1903, the son February 7, 1922 and the daughter 
July 23, 1927. The husband -and wife last entered this country as 
visitors ‘on May 14, 1949 and the son and daughter last entered the 
United States for temporary periods on April 8, 1950 and September 
26, 1948, respectively. The father attended Yale and Columbia 
Universities and is presently associated with the International 
Telephone & Telegraph Corp. in New York City as a special consultant. 
Mr. Tan states that he lost the equivalent of $100,000 worth 
of property fleeing from the Japanese in Shanghai. 
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A letter dated December 12, 1951, to the chairman of the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary from the Deputy Attorney General with- 
reference to the case reads as follows: 

DeceMBER 12, 1951. 
Hon. Par McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bills (8. 1037 and 8. 1131) for the relief of 
a family of aliens, the husband, Wai Hsueh Tan, the wife, May Jane, the son, 
Robert, and the daughter, Ellen. A similar bill (H. R. 3027) relating to these 
aliens is pending in Congress. 

The bill would provide that the aliens named above shall be considered to have 
been lawfully admitted to the United States for permanent residence as of the 
date of its enactment, upon payment of the required visa fees and head taxes. 
Provision is made for the deduction of four numbers from the appropriate immi- 
gration quota. 

The files pertaining to these aliens show them to be natives and citizens of China 
of the Chinese race. The husband was born August 3, 1892, the wife April 2, 
1903, the son February 7, 1922, and the daughter July 23, 1927. The admissions 
of these aliens to the United States have been on a temporary basis. The hus- 
band and wife last entered this country on May 14, 1949. The son’s last entry 
was on April 8, 1950, and the daughter’s last entry was on September 26, 1948. 
The aliens have been granted extensions of their temporary stays, but their latest 
requests for further extensions were denied. They were informed that if their 
departures were not effected by December 15, 1950, deportation proceedings 
would be instituted. 

Wai Hsueh Tan, the husband and father of these aliens, was in the United 
States from 1909 to 1919 attending school at the Worcester Academy, Yale 
University, Columbia University, and a student program with the Western 
Electric Co. He visited in the United States for several months in 1935 and in 
1941 he again entered the United States after fleeing the Japanese in Shanghai 
at which time he claims to have lost the equivalent of $100,000 worth of property. 
He returned to China in 1946 and in 1947 again visited the United States. Mr. 
Tan has been employed in an official capacity with the China Electric Co. and 
the Shanghai Telephone Co. and as an official with the Chinese Mission to 
Washington under the lend-lease program. He is presently associated with the 
International Telephone & Telegraph Corp. in New York City as a special 
consultant at $6,000 per year. He stated that he purchased a house in New 
Rochelle, N. Y., valued at $21,000. 

The wife, May Jane Tan, accompanied her husband on his trips to the United 
States in 1941, 1947, and 1949. She apparently desires employment with the 
Voice of America and when last interviewed stated she had been recommended 
for such employment but had not as yet been accepted. 

The daughter, Ellen, accompanied her parents to the United States in 1941 
and with the exception of visits to China in the summers of 1947 and 1948 has 
since remained here. She attended high school and the Holton Arms School 
in Washington, D. C., graduated from Bryn Mawr College and was a graduate 
student at Wesleyan University. She presently is employed at Wesleyan Univer- 
sity as an assistant professor in geology at a. salary of $120 per month. She 
is not married. 

The son, Robert, came to the United States in 1940 as a student, remaining 
here until November 1946. He is a graduate of Union College, having majored 
in chemistry and physics. In China the alien was employed by the Texas Oil 
Co. of China from June 1947 to May 1949. Following the alien’s last entry in 
April 1950, he was employed by the Ansul Chemical Co. until January 1951 
and since that time he has been employed by the Electric Bond & Share Co. in 
New York City as a trainee-engineer at $2,800 per year. He is not married and 
resides with his parents. 

The alien parents, subjects of these bills, have another son, Edward, born in 
China on September 23, 1925. While this son is not a beneficiary under these 
bills, it should be noted that his immigration status is similar to that of the 
other members of this famly, as apparently also is that of his alien wife and 
minor child residing here with him. 

The quota for persons of the Chinese race to which the aliens are chargeable 
is oversubscribed, and immigration visas are not readily obtainable. In this 
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respect their cases are simialr to those of many other aliens who desire to enter 
the United States for permanent residence but who are unable to do so because 
of the oversubscription of the quotas to which they are chargeable. The records 
fail to present considerations sufficient to justify the enactment of special legis- 
lation granting the aliens a preference over the many other Chinese who are 
awaiting their turns for quota numbers. To enact this bill might encourage other 
aliens to come to the United States as temporary visitors for business or pleasure 
and to remain here after the expiration of their temporary stay in the hope that 
they might be permitted to legalize their status in this country. 
Accordingly, this Department is unable to recommend enactment of this 
legislation. 
Sincerely, 
A. Devirr VANECH, 
Deputy Attorney General. 


Senator Brien McMahon, the author of the bill, has submitted the 
following information in connection with the case: 


Question No. 1. 


Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Tan left Shanghai, China, just before that city fell into 
Chinese Communists’ hand, and entered the United States on May 14, 1949 on 
visitors’ visas issued by the United States consulate-general in Shanghai, China. 
For their son, Robert, he entered the United States on a visitor’s visa issued by 
the United States consulate-general in Hong Kong. For their daughter, Ellen, 
she entered the United States on a student’s visa issued by the United States con- 
sulate-general in Shanghai, China. 


Question No. 2. 


W. H. Tan is at present a consultant of International Telephone & Telegraph 
Corp., New York with permission and consent of the Immigration and Naturali- 
zation Service. Robert is a trainee at the Ebasco Services Corp., New York. 
Ellen is an assistant in the geology department of Wesleyan University, Middle- 
town, Conn., and is taking some graduate courses. 


Question No. 8. 

Tan has some private funds and is receiving a compensation from the Inter- 
national Te:ephone & Telegraph Corp. Robert and Ellen are all getting some 
compensations, 

Question No. 4. 

Tan and membrs of his family are not engaged in any activities 
otherwise, injurious to the American public interest. 
Question No. 6. 


Tan and members of his family have never been convicted of an offense under 
any Federal! or State Law. 


, political or 


In addition, the Committee on the Judiciary has received the 
following communications in connection with the bill: 


Tae Review Corp., 
Darien, Conn., March 14, 1951. 
Honorable CHAIRMAN, JupICcIARY COMMITTER, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: As a former Member of Congress, Representative, Fourth District, 
Connecticut, Seventy-fifth Congress, and as a plain American, may I call your 
attention to S. 1037, for the relief of Wai Hsueh Tan, May Jane Tan, Robert 
Tingsing Tan, and Ellen Tan. 

These worthy and fine Chinese people are good friends of mine—Mr. Tan has 
been for nearly a lifetime, having been a fraternity brother and classmate of 
mine at Yale in the class of 1917 there. 

When Mr. Tan was at Yale he was a very popular fellow, and hard working 
and modest. 

It. was not until he left Yale that any of us knew that his aunt (or great-aunt) 
was the last Chinese Empress under the old monarchy of China and he was 
therefore one of the Manchu princes. 

Out of Yale he worked his way to the top in the International Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. in China, subsequently having to flee China and the very good 
position to which he had worked himself by his own efforts when the Japanese 
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invaded China. He was here on one of the Chinese Lend-Lease Commissions. 
Later he returned to his native home, only to have to flee again, with his wife and 
children, because of the Communists. 

His daughter and son, as well as he himself, are American educated and I 
am sure will be an addition to our land of freedom, as is his very charming and 
intelligent wife. 

I trust that 8. 1037 will receive favorable consideration at the hands of your 
committee and thus later at the hands of the Senate. If a personal appearance 
before your committee and testimony there would be of value in this matter in 
aid of my friends, the Tan family, please call upon me for an appearance. 

Very sincerely, 
ALFRED N. PHILLIPS. 


THe New York Trest Co., 
New York 15, N. Y., March 20, 1951. 
JUDICIARY COMMITTEE OF THE SENATE, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sirs: It is my understanding that Senator Brien MeMahon has intro- 
duced a bill, 8. 1037, the intention of which is to make it possible for Mr. Wai 
Hsueh Tan, his wife and two children to remain in the United States. 

I have known Mr. Tan for about 35 vears, both in this country and in China, 
and because I believe him to be completely loyal to the interests of the United 
States, and against those in China who would wish to injure us, I have no hesitancy 
in urging your favorable action on the bill. Mr. Tan was a classmate of mine at 
Yale College and during the years I have occasionally seen him in China and in 
this country. Iregard him as a good friend, as do many of his classmates, and I 
am quite confident that he has been and always will remain loyal to our country, 
which he respects. 

Sincerely yours, 
A. W. Ousen, Vice President. 


Senator William Benton has introduced in the Senate a bill (S. 1131) 
for the relief of the same individuals. In view of the fact that the 


committee is reporting favorably on the instant bill, the bill (S. 1131) 
will be indefinitely postponed. 

The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (S. 1037) should be enacted. 
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